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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 18306
{duly 1969}

UNETED STATLS DEPARTMENT OF THE !NTERIUR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Hawaii
" CDUNTV
NATIONAL REGlSTER OF HlSTDRlC PLACES lIouolulu

. IHVENTORY bl NDMINAT’.ON FORM FOR NPS USE QNLY

CNYRY NUMBER
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* §7. DESCRIPTION

(Check Ona) : ’ )
XX Excellent X Good XM Foair - XK Detertorated {] Ruins {71 Unexpased
(Check Onc) » (Cheok One)

XX Alterad ] Unaltared C1 Moved WX Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AMD ORIGINAL {Hf known) PHYSICAL ARPPEARANGE

The Merchant Street Historical Distrxict, occupylng four square
blocks in downtown Honolulu, contains a varlety of interesting
old buildings. 'The area is what remains of "o0ld" Honolulu.
Merchant Street, once the main street of the financial and
governmental part of the city, bisects the district and is
lined with low-rise, well maintainad bhuildings of character .
and distinction (see attached map)

CONDITION

Beginning at Fort Street and heading down Merchant toward
Nuuanu, on the left is the old Bishop Estate building, con-
structed in 1896. This small two story building, with its
fortress-like appearance creates an illusion of being larger
than it is. It is constructed of dark grey lava stone taken
from the quarrles found on Bishop Estate land. Next to this
building is the old Bishop Bank building, built in 1878 to
house the Bank of Bishop. Of brick construction, it has heen
-stuccoed over and some of the first floor windows have bzen
covered over to add wall space on the interior. Sensitive
treatment would easily restore it to its original character,

- Across Merchant Street from these two buildings is a large
empty epace which up until June .1972 was occupied by the
Hawaiilan Gazette building. This empty space is alsoc the site
of the original Honolulu Hale (Honcolulu City Hall). WNext

to thig empty space, still heading toward Nuuanu Avenue, i3 the
Kamehameha V Post Office, This building was previously "nomin-
ated to and placed on the National Register. Across Merchant
Street from Kamehameha V Post Office is the Melchexs Building,
now the home of the Honolulu Prosecuting Attorney's offices.
This is the oldest commercial building still standing in
Honolulu, having. been constructed in 1854. It is constructed
of coral blocks, but the texture has besn lost under layers

of stucco and paint. It is a very simple two story structure,
reflecting the simplicity and pragmatism of construction in
mid-nineteenth century Hawailil.

-

338
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Across Bethel Street from the Melchers Building is the 01d
Honolulu Police Station. While not as old as the other build-
ings in the District, its low-rise Mediterranean style is
harmonious with the rest of the buildings. Across Merchant
Street from the 01d Police Station is the Yokohama Specie Bank
building. This building, built in 1909, is a major contributor
to the character of Merchant Street. It is a two-story,
eclectic style building with an elaborate corner entry way.

The building is further embellished by an ornate freize with
portals decorated by c¢lassic wreath and floral carvings above
the second floor. Headang up Bethel Street from Merchant ‘
Street are two other valuable buildings, the Friend building
and the McCandless building. Both of these buildings contri~
bute to the over all scale and character of the District.

+
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7.

Returning to Merchant Street and again continuing toward Nuuanu
avenue, the Waterhouse building and the 0ld Royal Saloon occupy
the right side of the street. The Waterhouse bullding is a
siniple two story building with a peeling stucco over brick
facade. The 0ld Royal Saloon, the last reminder of Honolulu's
once thriving waterfront community, has been successfully

turned into a restaurant and has been rennovated in a harmonious
eclectic style. It occupies the cornexr of Merchant Street and
Nuuanu Avenue, ‘

Across Nuuanu Avenue fxom the 01d Royal Saloon is the T.R. Foster .
building. This building, now known as Alfie's Pub to much of
the downtown community, was the first building in the Merchant
Street area to be recognized for- its potential economic value
because of age, style and character. The stucco exterior was
removed to reveal one of the finest examwples of brick artistry
and craftsmanship existing in Honolulu. The'T. R, Foster build-
ing and the emall brick waxechouse behind it (now alsoc a small
restaurant) were built in 1891. -While actually geographically
situated within the area designated as the Chinatown Historical
 District, in character and in style, both of these buildings
belong with the Merchant Street buildings. - -

™
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present day Hawaili.

environment becomes all the more apparent.

sound condition that require no great effort

The buildings along Mexchant Street ‘between Nuuanu and’ Bishop
Streets provide a unique opportunity to'preserve a significant
aspect of Honolulu's architectural heritage. Dating from 1854},
these buildings portray tangible evidence of the growth and
development of Honolulu's professional and business community.
A great deal of the economic and political history of Hawaii
was created and written by the previous occupants of these
buildings. Ranging from banks to bars and post office to
newspapers, they have paid silent witness' to the creation of

Individually, the buildings along Merchant Street are of great
architectural and historical value. The oldest existing com-

mercial building in Honolulu, (Melchers Building, 1854) first

use of precast concrete block ‘construction, (Kamechamela V Post
0ffice, 1871), the "romantic" 01ld Honolulu Police Station.

As a group, they represent an incalculable asset as an histoic
‘vecord of Honolulu's past. The variety of architectural styles
depict the changing aktitudes and living patterns during the
emergence of Honolulu as a major c¢ity. The loss of even the
simplest of these buildings would lead to the destruction of
the harmony and continuity created by their combined existence.

The varicty of styles, forms and materials create an unplanned
_character of great value, unified by the common element of
human scale. Being adjacent to the vertical growth area of
Bishop Street, the need to preserve this small scale human

The recent interest and restoration of many of these buildings
gives evidence to the growing concern and reappraisal being
directed towards Honolulu's architectural heritage. The need -
ta establish a sense of identity and permanency in the down-
town area is becoming increasingly evident as in recent years
many of the finest historic buildings have been ncedlessly lost.

It iﬁ fortunate t? have such a valuable group ?f buildings, in
C \a than recognition.
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8a.

Merchant Street allows Honolulu the opportunity to create an
Historic District that would provide a permanent area for future
generations to participate in a living element of Hawaii's
heritage. The ocuter limits of this historical district are:
Nuuanu Avenue, King Street, Fort Street, and Queen Street
(extended in a straight line to intersect with Nuuanu Avenue).
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